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Barly in May, 1876, His Excellency, Samvern J. Kirwoorn,
Governer of Towa, issued his Proclamation, requesting each County in the
State to comply with the recommendation of Congress for a Centennial
History by Counties and Townships.

In response to the Governor's Proclamation, the citizens of Jefferson
County met at the Court-House in Faivfield on the 26th day of May, 1876,
and selected the following citizens as a Committee to procure the publica-
tion of such a History of Jefferson County: S. M. Borive, C. W Szicre
I. D. Jonss, W. W. Joxgix, Ceas. Nraus, O. H. Frercier and J. F. Winsox.

The Committee, so appointed, held a meeting on the same day, and se-
lected 8. M. Boring as its Chairman.

On Monday, June 5th, the Committes waited upon the Board of Super-
visors ‘for aid to secure the publication of the History. The Board, by
resolution, appropriated three hundred dollars for that purpose.

At a subsequent meeting of the Committee, Major Cras. H. Frurcusg,
one of the Committee, was selected as County Historian.

BOARD OF SUPBERVISORS ;
J. H. Aznevprgr, Chairman, Twomas Porrook, and Hexry B. MircHeLL.
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JEFFERSON COUNTY.

The County of Jefferson is situated in the southeastern part
of Towa, its castern boundary line being thirty-six miles west of
the Mississippi river, and its sonthern boundary line twenty miles
north of the southern boundary line of the State. It is bounded
on the north by Keokuk and Washington counties; on the east by
Henry; on the south by Van Buren, and on the west by Wapello
county. Its breadth from east to west is twenty-four miles, and
from north to south eighteen miles, containing 432 square miles,
or 276,480 acres of land.

The county is divided into twelve civil and congressional town-
ships, to wit: Round Prairie, 71, Range 8 west; Lockridge, 72,
Range 8 west; Walnut, 73, Range 8 west; Cedar, 71, Range 9
west; Buchanan, 72, Range 9 west; Penn, 73, Range 9 west;
Liberty, 71, Range 10 west; Fairfield, 72, Range 10 west; Black
Hawk, 73, Range 10 west; Des Moines, V1, Range 11 west;
Locust Grove, 72, Range 11 west; Polk, 73, Range 11 west. The
name refers to the civil, and the number to the congressional
designation. The congressional townships are of equal size, and
contain 36 square miles each. The civil townships are of equal
size, except Fairfield and Liberty—Fairfield containing all of town.
ship 72, Range 10 west, and so much of township 71, Range 10
west, as lies north of Cedar creek; Liberty all of township 71,
Range 10 west, lying south of Cedar creek.

The lands of Jefferson county ate known as first, second and
third purchase lands, the first purchase extending to and including
all of Walnut, Tockridge, Round Prairie and part of Buchanan
and Cedar townships; the second, Black Hawk, Fairfield and
Liberty, and a part of Des Moines townships, and the last the
romainder of the county and fterritory west, The purchase rofors
to the acquigition by the U, 8, Government of the territory from
the Indinn,
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In the winter of 1837 the Legislature of Wisconsin passed an
act creating Henry county; prior to this the lands of Jefferson
county were included in what was Des Moines county. In Jan-
uary, 1839, the county of Jefferson was created out of lands west
of Henry county, and east of the Indian boundary line. Under
succeeding land purchases the county was extended to its present
limits. The new Territory of Towa had been organized, and the
present county of Jefferson was ereated by the Towa Legislature.
The act designated Joshua Owens of Lee, Samuel Hutton of Henry,
and Roger N. Cressup of Van Buren county, commissioners to
locate the county seat. The Boara discharged their duty in March,
1839. The commissioners met in Lockridge, a point about seven
miles east of Fairfield. At this meeting John A. Pitzer was ap-
pointed clerk to the Board. It was first supposed that Lockridge
would be selected as the county seat, but the commissioners wisely
chose the present site of Fairfield, it proving to be near the geo-
graphical centre of the county, as now organized. The next Board
was elected on the first Monday of April, 1839, and held their
first meeting on the 8th day of April, 1839—John J. Smith, Daniel
Sears and Beunj. F. Chastain composing the Board. At the same
election John W. Sullivan was elected Treasurer; James L. Scott
Sheriff; John A. Pitzer, Clerk, and Wm. Bonnifield, Survey-
or. The lands were not yet surveyed, and the survey and
transier was not completed until May 13, 1842, when Bzekiel
Gilbam, Daniel Sears and Barraca S. Dunn, were chosen Trustees
for the purpose of transfer.

The first white person known to have visited the county with
the intention of settling’ was John Huff, who came in the early
spring of 1835. He was accompanied by Levi Johnson, a boy 12
years old, whose mother lived in Henry county, a little east of Mt.
Pleasant. In Jauwary, 1836, Huff again visited the land, but
was soon starved out. In June, 1836, he once more determined to
secure a home in the beautiful country, and with him brought a wife.

James Landman, had settled on the east & of the sw 1 of

Section 7, of what is now Round Prairie township. The property
.18 now owned and occupied by William Case, Esq. Here the first

house in the county was built, in 1836, In June, 1836, John Huff
and wife, Alfred Wright and family, W. G. Coop and family, David

Coop, Isaac Blakely, and Samuel 8. Walker and family arrived.—
Later in the season Iarmon J. Aikes, George Stout and Joseph M.

Parker arrived.  Samuel T. Harris moved into the county, north of

Landman, some time in May or June, and settled in what is now
Logkridge township,
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Isaac Blakely aud Nellie Landman were the first couple mar-
vied, in the spring of 1837, getting their license at Burlington,
Rev. Bradley performing the ceremony. In 1839 Jefferson county
was issuing licenses. Harmon J. Aikes and Martha Frost secured
the first license from the Clerk of Jefferson county, March 14,
1839, and were married the same day. The Blakelys, !‘éaring
their marriage by Rev. Bradley was not legal, procured a license
four days after Aikes, and were a second time married by Rev.
Benj. F. Chastain. The Aikes’ and Blakelys were fearful lest
there might be sowe defect in the marriages, and uot uitil a special
act of the Legislature, legalizing all marriages, was passed, did
they feel secure.

In the fall of 1836 Cyrus Walker appears, as the first twhiTe.

child born in the county, a son of Samuel Scott Walker.

Rev. Samuel Hutton preached the first serwon in the fall of

1836, at the house of James Landmaun, the first settler—a {itting
place and manner for the dedication of the new county and people
to morality and christianity.

Ool. W. G. Coop laid out the town of Lockridge, in Section 30
of Lockridge township, and established the first store and town in
the county, in the spring of 1837. :

Flour was almost unknown to the settlers in 1856 and 1837,
and even corn meal was hard to get. The nearest mill was located
in Schuyler county, Illinois, a distance of one hundred miles from
the settlement. Then it was called Rall’s Mills, now Brooklyn.—
Joseph M. Parker was selected as mill boy for the whole county,
and with an ox team made the journey to and from the mills some
two or three times, occupying about twenty-nine days to the trip.

Disease and death followed the pioneers, and carly in 1837 a
child of Alfred Wright, Bsq., died. Soon after, David Coop, first
settler of what is now Buchanan township, died on his claim.

In 1838, Henry Rowe, having hecome a settler, erected a
horse-power mill to grind grain, which was the first mill built in
the county. The customner was required to furnish his own power
and pay a small toll for the use of the mill.  Tn 1840 John Troxell
built a mill on Cedar creek, near the present Chicago & Southwest-
ern Railroad bridge over that stream, and where the mill now
known as Read’s mill stands. ‘

Dr. William Stevenson was the first physician who praeticed
among the settlers, making his visits as early as 1839, He resided
in Mt. Pleasant. It remained for Dr. J. T. "I\’l’ubm'ly to bear off the
honor of becoming the first resident physician, in 1839,

Col. Sumuel Shuflloton sought out the town of Fairfield in the
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summer of 1839, coming over the country alone and on foot ; reach-
ing Fairfield, he commenced the practice of law.

The first election was held on the first Monday in April, 1839.
Frederick Lyon was Sheriff by appoiutment until the election of
James L. Scott.

The first vourt was held August, 1839, Hon. Joseph Williams

presiding.  The Judge reached the town on horseback, having
ridden from Bloomington, (now Muscatine,) a distauce of one hun-
dred miles, unattended. The court, by its first order, established
the eagle side of the silver dime as its official seal. The attendant
attorneys were Van Allen, Buckland, Teas, Olney and Shuffleton.
tyrus Oloey was the Prosecuting Attorney. The first case before
this court was Hosea Tall vs. Isaac Bush. Damages. Verdiet,
%5 for plaintiff. The first suit brought in the county was before
Daniel Sears, J. P, Round Prairie township, brought by Joseph M.
Parker against Bzekiel Kirk. Nuisance:

The first hotel was kept by Thomas Dickey, in 1839. Dickey
was the first Postmaster of Fairfield. Dickey's house was a one
story log buildiug, with but one room, 10x12 feet square, and in
one end of this room the M. B. Church of Rairfield was or-
ganized, March 22, 1840. [t has heen heretofore stated in print
that Thomas Dickey was a coarse, irreligions character. The only
surviving member of the organization, Mrs. J. W. Culbertson, gives
Mr. Dickey a record for being a good kind of a man, having a kind
heart and generous impulses hidden beneath a rough exterior.

The first jail was built on a lot nearly opposite the present
Presbyterian Chareh of Fairfield, was a log structure of double
thickness, 18x21 leet square, built 1839.

The first Court-house stood on the southwest corner of the
Square, on lot'No. 8. block 14, old plat of city.

"Thomas Johnson opened and taught the first school in the
county, in Round Prairie township, in the spring of 1838.

The first school-house was built in 1838, in Round Prairie
township, on the se 1 of Sec. T.

The first coal found and sold in the county was near Whit-
field, on Cedar creek, in 1842, by Job Clinkenbeard ; however, the
settlers of Round Prairie township discovered coal before that date.

The first Judge of the District Court, Joseph Williams, has been
succeeded by Charles Mason, Cyrus Olney, J. C. Knapp, Wm. H.
Seevers, Caleb Baldwin, H. B. flendershott, Wm. M. Stone, Wm.
Loughridge, 1. 8. Sampsoun and H. 8. Winslow, and the Cireuit
Court L. O, Blanchard.

OF thowe, Josoph Williams, Caleb Baldwin and Wm, . See-

o
i

vers have served on the Suprn ‘
v _ preme Bench. Charles Mas
}ilz}l:dftk()}e office of Commissioner of Patents; W:. 1\& eqSt(l:izbgl?ehdfb
OJoh(;V?;n%r- of Towa, and E. 8. Sampson member of Cénoregq_
s . Pitzer, was the first Clerk of the District Cour’? a’nLd.
L ;‘U Succﬁgdgd by John W. Culbertson, Sawyer Robinson, D
. Fvans, Robert F. Ratcli raiye 4 son, Da-
and M. S Crawford. olift, William Long, George H. Case
il Aiﬁfdi‘ggg L}"‘;U filled the office of Sheriff by appointment un-
succeeded | f o James L. Scott was elected. He has been
e Ohi[c))ﬁ( z}me‘\s T. Hardin, John Shields, Samuel 8. Wnlk‘e'l.
F. R(;bk» Ja(znc,s Tkg ngg, IGeorge Shriner, James A. Galliher J‘
; , James A. Cunniogham, Jacob S. Gantz Ja h
and James M. Hughes. gham, Jacob 8. Gautz, James 8. Beck
The following pers
7 : g persons composed the fivst grand jury: Hen
:"Zmbh?;he'r?; ;Uhn Gillam, Wi, Vinsen, W, éPrecisé3 jf"(])}'m lgr?;l_
siah’Ie.Se}}) : h_g}gmbottom William Huestou,, Da\'id,Gon{ 7;_
Tume; C,hnOPm OI ;nasons, _DaVId Peebler, Johy Miller, JODél’ti;al;
e I:‘is(b l‘/s : oleman, James Landman, Henry McCauley, Fred-
l;an‘ B i s Gilmer, Archer Grau, Aiden N(yrd‘flu_: Rod
lennlﬁelqh”OMtha"‘ Dyer and Enos Elmaker )
e hlelféla”ﬂ} Jury retired to a strip of timber north of Fairfie
alf'a mile, to deliberate Rirfells
The following : :
owing persons were the first petit juror :
Jones o S : st petit jurors: Toilis
B(:;;?;, [Ab.mh;;n Louden, [saaj,t Blakely, Is;ga}é Whgmkep F;?Vl‘h“)‘
Tawa : -(S‘adc W anllzg7 John Vinsen, Geo. C. Parker Ch};r'i:)q }; r;
.l'ohily,W)e(}'oh.r.x;rlmy?ifj-J(,)hn Bastepp, David Eller, ’John jR:eaO‘gl'ﬂ
B nd Alfed {wwhaelspeemer' Betjamin Mount, Greenup
| & ..( % ed Aigen, amue] B‘IOO" raQ ¢ a /_, e
Sherif ; Sl e was appointe o
Al]unlf, and ‘\'.Vllhbh C. Stone and Abner Mitchell PEJ % l(:d.-Dmey
exander Kirk, Crier. » Lonstables, and
Tl o !
< \]N{:gl:n{)Bgnmﬁeld, the first Surveyor, has been succeeded by
Tagobs, Joh: .QL witzer, 8. Whitmore, Robt. H. Greenland, Samu )1
0bs, John Snook, A. R. Fulton, H. R. Skinper, A, R Fultoe
e e N n

* and Isaac H. Cramly.

J Sullive i B
o (}\V,.QS,‘]]T“}&D’} th’e first Treasurer, has been succeeded by
i - >t B .l\[gberly, J. Ratliff, Greenup Smith, Jesse
e .) l,’ ‘n.'sop Ford, Samuel II. Bradley, H. P. Warren’ TU’BC
o ‘ L, Nw ert Brown, Joseph A. McKemey, Geo. W. P {B0ast,
m, . Iu()lf(‘, L. P. \'ance, Ira (. Rhodes ~1'111'i T P V‘ Kkl
James Saunders the first b %S e
W. Y‘. MeGaw, and Auson ford
dated with fhat of Treasurer,
ng the dution of Recorder:

Recorder, has been succeeded by
d. ll.l IHI')_l the offico was congoli-
‘llm [ollowing Treasurers perform-
Snmuel L Bradloy, 11 ', Warron,
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T. B. Shamp, Robert Brown, Jos. A. McKemey and Geo W.
Pancoast. Since the separation of the office from that of the
Treasurer in 1865, Samuel H. Bradley, Geo. H. Qase, D. B. Miller,
H. C. Rock and J. A. Montgomery.

The County Assessors were R. B. Allender and David J.
Kvans. In 1851 the system was changed aud Township Asses-
sors elected.

In 1851 Charles Kyle was elected county road supervisor,
but this office was abolished in about two years, and the present
system of district supervisors established.”

During the continuance of county commissioners, Joha J.
Smith, Danl. Sears, B. ¥. Chastain, Wm. Hueston, Henry B. Not-
son, Robert Browu, izekiel J. Gilham, B. 8. Dunn, Thomas Mit-
chell, Smith Ball, William A. Hendricks, Wm. Brown, A. L. Con-
nable. W, Judd, Daniel Mendenhall, George Hannewalt and
Jates H. Turner were members of the Board. The Board was
abolished in 1851,

John A. Pitzer, Samuel Shofileton, James 7. Hardin, John

Shields and Samuel H, Bradley successively served as clerk to the
Board.
Tn 1851 Henry B, Notson was elocted Probate Judge ; he
was succeeded by Charles Negus and Barnet Ristine. Office dis-
continued.

The County
Samuel 1. Bradley, Wm. K. Alexander and Thomas

The Board of Supervisors was then established. - J. H. Allen-
der, M. W. Forrest, W. T. Burgess, Thomas Pollock, R. T. Gilmer
aud H. B. Mitchell having served on this Board.

Judges were Moses Black, Thos. McCulloch,
Morgan.

The office of County Auditor was also established. Thomas -

Morgan, D. B. Miller and 8. M. Boling having filled the office.

“The office of school fund Commissioner existed from 1847 to
1857. Robert Brown, F. M. Allen, W. C. Jones and W. K. Alex-
ander serving successively in that capacity.

The system of County Superintendent of Schools being adop-
ted, the office has been filled by Reed Wilkinson, Robert S. Hughes,
S. V. Sampson, David Heron, J. N. Hdwards, W. H. McCrackin,
T, A. Robh and McKenney Robinson.

. Qyrus Olney was the first prosecuting attorney ; he was suc-
ceeded by George Acheson, Ezra Drown, Caleb Baldwin, Samuel
Olinton and Charles Negus, county prosecutors ; George D. Woodin,
. S. Winslow, M. A. McCoid, S.G. Smith and G. W. Lafferty,

district prosecutors. :

Jefferson connty has been represented in the State Senate by

. O F
W O Brown, W, 2. Qulbertson,

9

: [}
&7:}1 1(\‘2 ({3{(;(;}31, J.I:{n.’e'l;e?, Vfé%bel't Brown, John Howell, John Park
S M iy s . Wils [ :
L e M(;C()id_bon, J. M. S’haﬁer, D. P. Stabbs, A.
(“I.ntthe House\of' Representatives by Alexander Wilson, Richard
‘];:'l‘m? 0, =———— Stansberry, J. W. Culbertson, R. R. Har ’er J };
,Wl.]nli', S. Whitmore, J. R. Bailey. W. H, Lyous, Geor 'epW,e . d‘
a 1Dlalg .Eaker,“,]f&.ndrew Collins, Thos. McCalloch Chztgx'ies N}Zm:)s,
. D. Gibson, W. J. Rodgers, H. B. Mitchell. J. Wams Gto.
F)hen{sqn, Edmun'd Meauium, W, Bicksz'ci,Jb.XEmil(?g?e R]';bt?”'
\)N;t:}](ke:’%:VFW\Vllson, Thomas Moorman, Mathew élark’ Pgilﬁlel:
Joim ePrI, ]‘.J ./Cottle,1 A. R. Pierce, Owen Bromley, Geo ,C Fr
Jobn Hayden, A. R. Fulton, William Hopkitk, Joseph Ball. Ba.
\\‘afnd Compbell, Jr,, and W. L. 8. Simmons, Sl
ﬁpl.dn 1%%'21]?116 %aml Office was removed from Burlington to Fair-
W”o. I«I‘mm {,‘oss., Arthur Bridgeman, Bernhart Henn., George
; 1.?11,' rancis Springer and James Thompson were I%;evis" *g'(:
and . ohn Hawkins, V. P, Van Antwerp, W, H. Wall: a0 W
Culbertson were Receivers. L e
In 1844, Robert Brown. Sa "hi
L s » damuel Whitmore, .J, L. Marry. Hardi
Butler and S. S. Ross were clected dclevates, to tzhle.;w}!i‘]xz(: {'I(iigtlin

oo}

:;:(t‘u,))x(n(l;lplconx7elzlfiori.84(’1’he constitution submitted was rejected by
' people, and 1n 6 a second conventiot S e
L e nvention was called. W G
and . ». hoss were sent as delecates, J: 7. Wi was
e o Ro lelegates. James F. Wilson was
ullf)ht‘n a delegate to the convention of 1856, for the re on.il i
the constitution. , Y
it zons of the o
p\i””“]” l()llr:{/lonts o; tIhe county have represented the First Conores-
B | .591;. of ITowa n the United States Conm-ess——BenThq‘rt
5 V\Vi]q:)n')i-:{ :17151 ;):Lgtzh (/O)ngress, from [851 to 1%56 and I‘i[[;t;g
) § 1 57th, 38 3¢ i vam 1869 1
4 , 38th, 39th and 10th Congress, from 1862 to
’l‘ll R \ o & z 2 » :
g0 ;a ({‘lll(é}]?lf{j“CO]l%nt}!. h\a}s been filled since 1865 by J. B Simp
y My YL Dpalier, v, WM L 1 9 3 ; s ]
. obr, T. D. Evans, F. T. Humphreys, T.
’
I'he resident e
g s Y . - v 7 1 3
BBREN 010 Sannubl S, Oysse Orney. ThrSouization of the
Qo Samu ton, Uyrus Olney, Thomas H. Gra '
|ll|\|'L{I::;(l~1. (\&({/Z&g Z\Zﬁgus,\ Geo. Acheson, o W Slagle I; Byﬂli{ea:-‘
o l)":)wlllll.g:\ill<ﬁl,lxa&,‘ S J. Buyard, W. W, Willims ©. Balduin
”, y Dam inton, A A. Dravo, W. E. Groff. ./, :
DD 5 S, 5, Mo o B e Joien
: ajors, John Brown, . F. Ratclif,
y o Ol _ Boone, 7. 7). Jones, .J.
("{l"""’l(';'l!/"‘ Jameas MeWilliams, 8. W. I_\'f’[cElde’rry W.H %’alf ‘J
L MoCullough, W. H. Hampson, B. Gil B
M 2 iams, Geo. F. Walk 1p y B, Gilltner, M. B. Sparks, .
) xeo. K. Walker, D. B. Miller, Geo. H. Green, ——
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Guest, S. Clingman, M. A. McCoid, David Heror, C. D. Z)eggeylt,
David Acheson, L. S Negus, W. A. Frush, J. .S. Coop, W. G.
Ball, AL Thompson, T. Y. Lynch, W. T. Burgess, D R. McCrackin,
David B. Wilson, P. I. Labaugh, M. Green, C. H. Boerstler, /. R'.
McCrackin, Roliin J. Wilson, B. H. Knight, . 0 Moun.t,‘/ ;
H. Fletcher and Geo. H. Cuse. Those 1n italics ave still practicing
in the county. :

The firm o}fl' Slagle & Acheson is composed of Christian W. Slagle
and George Acheson, who were schoolmates in Washington, Pa.,
attended the same college, studied law in the same town, and to-
gether came to Towa, settling in Fairfield in 1843, and have been
continnously associated together in the practice of law to the
present time. : ’ ‘

The first Rxpress company was Parker’s, by stage once a Week.,
John Wells, agent, 1856. United States Express opened an of-
fice in 1857, Geo. A. Wells, agent. American.EX[;)ress in 1898,
on the completion of the Burlington & Missouri Railroad to Fair-
field. . -

Two Hxpress companies are now represented iu the county,
American and United States.

RAITROADS. . , :

The first avnouncement of a railroad meeting was in the Sen-
tinel of Oct. 6, 1848. The first railroad meating was held Jan.
6. 1849, Capt. Daniel Rider, chairman, and Dr. Wm.‘L. Orr, see-
retary. C. Negus, J. Rider, Wm. I. Cooper, Wm. G. Coop, Aﬁhm‘
Bridgman aud Wm. Pitkin, were chosen trustees 1:0q solicit sub-
scriptions in Jefferson county. V. P.Van Antwerp, S. J. Bayard,
and C. W. Slagle, a committee to memorialize Congress for a
grant of land. . ' e
* In 1858, the Burlington & Missouri River railroad was completed
through the county, having 27 miles within the county, being as-
sessed at $12,000 per mile. '

In 1870 the Chicago & Soutwhestern rm]road1 was comEIeted
through the county, intersecting the B. & M. at ‘P alrﬁeld. it has
926 4-5 miles in the county, being assessed at $3,700 per mile.—
The citizens of the county subscribed one hundred and thirty-five
thousand dollars to secure the C. & S. W., and one hundred thous-
and in county bonds to secure the B. & M. R. R.

The survey of the St. Louis, Keosauqua & St. Paul l'allroa.d has
been made through the county, intersecting the C. & S. W. railroad
and the B. & M. railroad at Fairfield. ‘ k.

A tax of forty thousand dollars was voted in 1871 to aid in
building the Ft. Madison & Northwestern railroad.

:
I

“.Koons. Bond $1,000. March 9th, 1841.

L1

RECORDS.

The early records of the county have been in part preserved, but
not to that extent they should have been. The proceedings of the
first Board of Commissioners are in a good state of preservation,
as also the marriage record ; Probate court records ; record of li-
censed ministers ; first District Court; first conveyances, and of
the Sheriff’s office.

The first order of the Board of Commissions was that *James
M. Suyder, surveyor of Henry county, be employed to survey and
lay out the town of Fairfield,” April meeting, 1839. At this meet-
ing John J Smith and Daniel Sears were present, and Benj. F.
Chastain was absent. Sayder was paid $65 for services. J. M.
Parker and Geo. W. Troy $1.50 each, as chainmen.

_~ The first order of Henry B. Notson, Probate Judge, was the ap-
pointment of Sampson Smith guardian of Eliza Koons and Martha
David Eller, surety.

Bdward T. Williams, was the first administrator appointed, to
administer the estate of John L. Williams, deceased. Bond $600.
May 28th, 1841.  Daniel D. Jones and Medley T. Shelton, sureties. -

First ministerial credential, 1839.

“We, the Seperate Baptist Preshytery, have enquired into the
views and qualifications of Jacob Spainhower, and bave ordained
him to preach and administer the sacraments of the Gospel as the
Gospel directs.  As witnes thereof we have thereunto set our hands
this 17th day of July, 1834. Wi Py,

Jesse C. Provryan.”

The first recorded deed, April, 1839, James L. Scott to W. G.
Joop; consideration $50 ; executed Nov. 22, 1838, before Wm. Grif-

ley, J. P. for Henry county, conveying nel sel sec. 1, township 71,
range 9 west. Witnesses, A. L. Griffey and Henry Woolard.—
Recorded as of Henry county.

The first deed recorded as of Jefferson county, was for the con-
fideration of love, affection. the better preferment in marriage and
ono dollar, of Andrew J. Cassida, executed by his father Martin
Ungsida, before Ienry B. Notson, J. P., June 17, 1839, John A.
Pitzer, witness ; conveyed “ L sec. land in the rich woods, 5 horses;
I mare called ‘Fan ;> 1 chesnut sorrel eight years old; 1 mare
onlled “Sal;” 1 bright sorrel 8 years old ; I horse called Oliver; 1
uhostnut sorrel two years old; two yoke of oxen; 3 milk cows, 1
onlled pink ; 1 white and I ghent, said cows have calves ; 2 steer
yonrlings ; 8 head sheep 3 of which are wethers ; 1 ram; 4 yews;
40 head of hogs, two of which have a black list round them, the
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residue of the body black and black and white spotted. The
above nawed stock is marked with a smooth crop and underbit in
the right ear ; 2 wagons ; 3 plows; 5 bee hives; the crop of corn
and vegetables ; household furniture ; 5 beds and bedding; 1 clock;
! table ; with five hundred dollars in cash; 1 cross-cut saw and
other carpenters ftools.” :

Jefferson county furnished 966 men for the war of the rebellion,
according to the Adjutant General’s report of 1866, but as many
citizens of the county entered the army at other points it has been
ascertained that the total pumber who fought in the war of 1860
will approximate 1,600.

Thice thousand seven hundred and seventy-five marriage licen-
ses have been issued since the organization of the county.

A deed granting freedom to Caroline, from Mary and G. W.
Mosely, dated Oct. 19, 1849, and describes Caroline as follows: a
mulatto girl 38 years old, about five feet three inches high, stout,
bony frame. but not corpulent, large tace, strongly marked features,
hazel eyes, ordinary mulatto complexion, about halt-blood. some
small moles upon the tace, two of which are very prominent, one
on the right side over the eye. the otheron the top of the nose, neat
habits, rather intelligent, free of speech, bair mostly straight, be-
ginning to turn gray.

The first black man in the county was Charles Forrester, who
was in the Territory as early as 1843, The proper authorities
applied to Geo. Acheson, who was then prosecuting attorney, to
have the man arrested under the statutes of 1839, which was en-
acted Jan. 21, 1839, and provided “ That from and after the first
day of April next no black or mulatto person shall be permitted to
settle in the Territory, unless he or she shall produce a fair certifi-
cate from some Court of the United States of his or her actual
freedom.” Acheson declined to arrest, and Forrester opened a bar-
ber shop in Fairfield and prospered.

TOPOGRAPIHY.

The county, topographically speaking, is all the most critical
could wish for. The lands are what are known as rolling prairie
and woodland, properly interspersed for tilling, and building and
feneing timber. The landscape from the higher ground is pleasing and
attractive to the eye. inviting the stranger to a closer examination
of the view before him. The abundance of streams, skirted with
beavy growths of timber, give a variety and richness to the pros-
pect. Along the larger streams, such as the Checauqua, (Skuaunk,)
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Cedar, Walnut and Competine, the lands are to some extent broken
but none, or but few sections, are lost to cultivation. ;
The central part of the county is the highest ground, the water
shedding towards the north, south and east, while the sheds of each
township are well defined and reach to all parts of the land.

Few counties in Towa are so favored as to water and timber, al-
most ‘all of the streams furnisliing sufficient water for a mo‘tive
power, as well as for stock ; while timber for buildipe purposes
i1s to be found in abufidance. Black, white, burr and reg oak, hard
and soft maple, hickory, elm, ash, walnut and birch being the
principal varieties, : #

The streams occupy a prominent position in the topography of the
county. Hntering the county near its northeast corner, in sec. 1 of
Walnut Tp., is the Checauqua (Skunk) river, which flows through
the eastern tier of sections of that township, its course south : e-t;I-
tering section 1 of Lockridge township, it changes its conrse west-
erlyT touching section 2 ; reversing its course, it flows through
sections 12 and 13, Jeaving the county at the half section line of
section 13, watering ten sections. 2

Burr Oak creek rising in section 1 of Penn township. traversing
the township 1 a southeasterly direction. emptying into the Che.
cauqua river in sec. 2 of Lockridge township, watering 12 sections,

Big Turkey creek rises in sec. 7 of Lockridge ;:OWI']Ship its
course gzls'txwm'(i, along the boundary line of Walnut and 'Lock;ida‘e
Iuwnshl_p§, passing through 8 sections, emptying into Walnut creek
near the junction of Walnat and Burr Qak.

Brush creek rises in Tairfield townébip in sections 1 and 2
flowing eastward across Buchanan and Lockridge townships, en-
tering Hem:y county from section 36, of Lockridge township, water-
ing 12 sections.

Walnut creek has three prongs west of section 23, of Penn
1fn.vnsh‘1p. The north prong rises in section 3 : the middle prong
rising 1o sections 9, 17 and 21 ; and the south prong in section
2%, of Blacl.{hmzk township. The north fork entering Penn town-
ship 1 section 7, the middle prong in section 18, and the south
prong in section 30, watering 19 sections in Blackhawk ; 10 see-
tions in Penn ; 9 sections in Walnut ; and 2 sections in Lockridee
lownship, emptying into Checauqua (Skunk) river in section b?
I,m-l.\'ru‘lg'e‘ township ; its general course east %

Hl\:,‘::1(\'1‘;-1\Ef:lfgyszlsﬁz(,11)'[;6(}5‘:;(1'11:>17’ Loc.kridge. township ; enters
ks 1 ion 11, e township, watering 11 sections.

Big Uedar enters the county in section 18, Locust Grove town-
ship, passing through Locust Grove, Fairfield, Libertv. Cedar and
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Round Prairie townships, leaving the county from section 35, of
Round Prairie township, traversing 31 sections, and in its wind-
ings making about 62 miles of the stream in the county. .

Lick Creek rises in section 16, of Des Moines township, passing
through Liberty township, making its exit from the county from
section 32, of Liberty township, watering 8 sections. '

Crow creek, the western branch, rises in section 24, of Fairfield
township ; the eastern fork in section 20, of Buchanan' townslpp,
flows south, uniting in section 20, of Buchanan township ; flowing
south through Cedar township, emptying into Cedar creek in sec-
tion 18 of Cedar township, watering 8 sections. ‘

Litrle Competine rises in section 18 of Polk township, emptying
into Big Competine in section 6 of Locust Grove township, water-
ing & sections. . ‘ ‘

Big Competine enters the county iv sechon.S]_ of Polk‘townslyp7
flows south through Locust Grove, emptying into Cedar in Section
21, watering 7 sections. :

Coon creek rises in sections 7 and 9 of Polk township, flowing
into Competine in section 21 of Locust Grove township, watering
13 sections.

Smith creek rises in section 24 of Polk township, flows south,
emptying into Coon creek in Section 3, Locust Grove township,
watering 6 sections.

Richland creek rises in section 13 of Black Hawk, flows 1‘101'th,
leaving the county from section 5 of same township, watering 3
sections.

Rattle Snake rises in section 13 of Cedar township, ﬂovys
through Round Prairie towdship, .emptying into Cedar creek in
section 33 of Round Prairie township, watering 7 sections. ;

Wolf creek rises in sections 26 and 27 of Buchanan township,
flowing eastward, crossing section 1 of Cedar, passing 'through
Reund Prairie, making its exit from the county from section 1 of
Round Prairie township, watering 13 sections in its course.

Troy's branch rises in section 27, Buchanan township, flows south
through Cedar township, emptying into Cedar township in section
28 of Cedar township, watering 10 sections.

Origin of names of streams: The Checauqua was so called by
the Indians, from the great number of shunks that inhabited its
bottoms; and to this day there are sections of country bordering
upon that stream so infested with these little animals as to cause
great annoyance and even pecuniary loss to the citizens. John
Huff christened Brush creek, it being the only stream on which
underbrush was found. Walnat, from the large walnut trees on

15

its banks. Turkey creeks, from the frequency of meeting turkeys
in the timber along them. Ratttle Snake, baving killed a rattle-
snake five and a half feet long near it. The settlers named Com-
petine from the Indian by that name who lived on the stream.—
Coon creek, from its inhabitants—the coons being so numerous.
Smith creek, from the first settler on its banks. Burr Oak, from
the timber skirting it Lick creek, from the saline spots frequent-
ed by the deer. Crow creek has been known as Ballard’s, and
later as Dyer’s; but W. B. Culbertson and William Pitzer called it
Crow, from the irequent congregation of large flocks of those birds
in its timber. Several small branches are found throughout the
county which have not received mention here.
SOLL.

Is a rich loam, two feet in depth, with a sub-seil of loam, sand
and clay, which, when exposed to atmospheric influences, becomes
almost as productive as the original soil. The sub-soil approxi-
mates eight feet in depth. Corn, wheat, rye, barley, oats, hemp,
and all varieties of grasses and vegetables, yield a large crop.—
Fruits of -all varieties common to the latitude, grow well and bear
profusely in the county. In no part of the county is there much
waste land. Almost the entire land is under cultivation, except
sach as is reserved for timber, and this is susceptible of cultiva-
tion. The surface of the county being a succession of draws, the
rich soil 18 by nature irrigated and drained thoroughly.

COAL.

The coal interests of the county are assuming great importance,
not less than ten banks being open and in full operation. Penn
Township is the principal coal section, five banks operated within
its borders. The Jefferson county coal company having two shafts
open at Perlee, from which in 1875, the company took 400,000
bushels. This company was organized in 1870. The town of
Porlee was laid out by the company, and has become a business
center of considerable importance. James F. Wilson is President
and €. W. Slagle, Secretary  The Washington coalieompany, also
nl Perlee, was organized in 1875, and as a result of the first year’s
operations, ‘mined 250,600 bushels. Wm. E. Thompson is the
I'resident.  The Perlee coal company, (Miller & Ce.,) are opera-
ling at Perlee and took out in 1875,150,000 bushels. The Cedar
vonl company, near Pitkin’s ford, mine 75,000 bushels annually.—
Hooler and Waterworth, proprietors.  This bank is one of the old-
out in the county. The Coalport mines in Lockridge township
o in suceessful operation ; the mines were opened in 1862; in
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1875 there was taken out 100.500 bushels. Several smaller mines
are operated, yielding about 150,000 bushels of coal annually.—
The total product of coal for 1875 was 1,135,000 bushels, valued
at $102,159.00. Coal has been discovered in every township in
the county except Waluut, and even here prospecting has been
done with every prospect of meeting with success.

: STONE.

Two varieties are found, sand and lime stone. Practical as
well as scientific tests place the sand stone among the finest
and the most durable in the State. The masonry in the Bur-
lington & Missouri railroad bridge over Cedar creek, as also other
masonry, has stood not only well, but has solidified by atmospher-
ic influences, while in the chemical and mechanical tests made by
Professor Hinrichs, of the State University and Gen. Rodman,
the rock known as the Stever stone,” was deemed the best in the
State for all purposes. A superior quality of lime is made from
the lime stone, found in abundance in ali parts of the county.

: FIRE CLAY,

This valuable material is found in connection with the coal
seams in great quantities. TIn the vicinity of Brush creck, in sec-
tion 36 of Walnut, and section 1 bf Lockridge, there is a large bed
of fire clay, about twelve feet deep, resting on a thin strata of iron
ore underlain with sand stone.

: BRICK CLAY
is to be found in large quantities in all parts of the county, usual-
ly within the timbered lands. A saperior grade of brick is made
from this clay.
SAND.

The beds of the streams furnish a good quality of sand for build-
Ing purposes.

MANUFACTORIES,

The manufacturing interests of the county are not as fully de-
veloped as they should be with the water-power, and material, and
{uel in such abuudance. The fertility of the soil and the ease with
which crops are made, has attracted the agriculturist more readily
than other interests. The county is looking up 1n the manufactu-
ring interest of late, and the facilties offered to mechanical work are
attracting attention. There is one woolen mill, two agricultural
implement manufactories, one furniture factory, broom factories,
cheese factories, lumber and flouring mills. The value of manue
factured products in 1874 were $172,750.

N
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AGRICULTURE.

The inhabitants of Jefferson county are more pgrtnculaﬂy an ag-
ricultural people. Surface, soil, climate, and in fact all 1r1flu}egces
attract the immigrant to the farm or herd. The crops axela u?l;
dant, and the prices obtained for all products usually good, wi
sonvenient facilities for shipping. .
(m.‘%'\il:v:lu]taneous with the o?ganization of the county did th‘e. farm-
inginterest commeunce its successful career, and the’ rur:dl mst‘rxcts
have steadily maintained their superiority by keeping in ‘ad'vanfze
of the county towns in improvement and development. Early l.n
the county’s bistory did the farmers meet together and seek more
lknowledge of the farm, orchard, dairy and herd. . )

Jofferson county brought into life the ‘St‘ate Agricualtural Socle-f

by, organizing at the court house at Fairfield, on the 28th day 0
Docember, 1853, what was to become the successful State society
of which we are all proud. All the movers in this oxlgamzahon
were citizens of the county, to-wit : C. W. Slagle, B. B. Tuttle, Ca-
leb Baldwin, Jacob Ramey, W. S. Lynch, James Beatty, Jobn An-
(rows, P. L. Huyett, and .J. M. Shaffer. P. L. Huyett was chosen
President, and J. M. Shaffer, Secretary. Charles Negus was the
firat person who paid his initiation fee and signed the .by—laws.

The first State Fair was held in Fairfield, east of the gropndg
now occupied by the B. & M. depot, in Oct.‘ 1854.  The Fau‘ of
8060 was held on the grounds southeast of Fairfield. At the first
Ifair the exhibitors of Jefferson county were awarded 92 out of 240
omiums, :

I The County Agricultural Society was organized 24th of Jan.
1862, with the following officers : Benj. Robinson, Prest., James
ltonlly, Vice Prest., Caleb Baldwin, Sec’y, Qhas. Negus? Treas.'—
The society held annual meetings until within the past two years.

In 1840 but a few acres of land were improved ; 1nm1847 tl.le
vitlue of lands entered was $402,498.00 ; town lots, $30,486; in
I87H the improved land was assessed at $_2,762,932; town lots
BIO8,011, Value of farm products, $1,530,140 ; value prf)duc‘m of
the hord in 1847, $127,014 ; 1875, $912,657 ; prodpc?s of the gar-
don in 1876, $21,314 ; orchard, $46,912 ;.Sma)”"fl'lllb, $17,448 ;
difvy, $108,218 ;5 forest, $45,297. A total in 1875 of $2,660,686
(v npricultural interests. To this add mgnuf’actured products,
WLT2T605 veal property, $2,793,418; making a grand fotal of
BO026,2610, Tn 1875 there were 167,389 acres Lmlproved land
wid 60,979 aores unimproved land 1,130,58% rods of fence; 16,-
0T noren wpring whoat, 6,182 acres winter winter wheat harvest-

ol B6,061 nores corn gathered; 21,060 acres rye; 14,005 acres
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oats ; 80 acres barley and 343 acres buckwheat harvested ; 21,808
aeres blue grass; 33,774 acres timothy, and 282 acres Hungarian
raised, and 702 acres in potatoes and other vegetables, vines, ete.,
ete. There are 55,475 acres natural timber, 99 acres planted
timber, and 118,662 rods hedge fence in the county.

STOCK.

The growers of stock have given much attention, within the past
few years, to the improvement of breeds. . Tmportation and home
grosses have placed the herd in Jefferson county in a good paying
condition. :

Hogs—The Poland-China, Berkshire, Chester-White, Hssex,
Sussex, and Magee have been introduced, and proved a source of
profit to the grower. No. of stock hogs on hand in 1875, 59,083.

Horses.—The grades and classes are becoming more diffused,
and the draft, roadster, and horse of all work, more distinet and
better adapted to the work of each class. For draft, the Percheron,
Norman, English draft, and Clydesdale. .For roadsters, Hamble-
tonian, Gold Dust, and Bashaw. Number of horses in the county
in 1876, 9,448.

Cattle—The improvement in cattle is marked in all grades and
classes. Durhams, Devonshires, Jerseys and Alderneys having
been crossed with the natives, producing good marketable cattle
for beef, improved cows for the dairy, and breeders. In 1875,

there was on hand 7,428 milch cows: 20 work oxen and 18,326 .

other cattle. Total, 26,774.

Sheep are numerous thronghout the county. The improvement
in breeds is not so marked as in other stock, yet a good animal
for wool and mutton is bred. Number on hand in 1875, 21,816.

The total value of the products of the herd in 1875, $912,657.

POPULATION.

The settlers of the county are of many nationalities and creeds.
A thrifty, industrious class of people—successful farmers, mer-
chants, mechanics and professional men. Under the control of
such a citizenship there can be no wonder at the growth and de-
velopment of the county within forty years, a growth in prosperity
and wealth that will compare favorably with any county in the
State. In 1837 the population did not exceed ome hundred and
thirty-seven. The inviting climate and rich lands brought an in-
flux of settlers until in 1840 the population had increased to 2,780,
and to 8,463 in 1847, and to 17,127 in 1875.

Walnut township was settled principally by Germans, who came
from the south of Germany, natives of the countries bordering on
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the Rhine. John Spielman, Fsq, now of Fairfield, was one of the
earliest settlers. An industrious, frugal class, the development of
the township rapidly progressed. Their religious belief, Lutheran
and Catholic.

L(_)elmf(ge township is largely settled by Swedes, who are im-
proving the land and accumulating much wealth in property and
money. ; y

i .

Cedar township was early settled by a colony of French, who
form a large part of the citizens of that township. Under their
settlement the lands have been brought into a high state of culti-
vation, :

A large numbor of English have settled in different parts of the
county, a number of whom are farmers, but the largest proportion
being miners.

Penu towuship, as also Blackhawk township, is largely settled
by Quakers, who flocked in to secure the heautiful praivie lands of
those townships as early as 1840. "The good fences, spacious barns,
neat dwellings, fine stock and clean fields, speak volumes for their
industry, prospetity and wealth.

: POST OFPICES.

The first post office was in Thomas Dickey’s hat, and Dickey
was the first postmaster. It is not known whether Dickey was
regularly appointed by the Department, or not, or whether he was
the postmaster by the suffrance of the settlers ; however, it is cer-
tain it was from him the first citizens of Fairfield obtained their
letters, at the moderate price of twenty-five cents each. There
are now 1n the county 18 offices, to-wit: Fairfield, in Fairfield town-
ship; Salina, Four Corners and Glendale, in Lockridge township ;

T oo A hi 2 R O N . B! E . L e
W ooster, in Cedar township 3 Glasgow and Vega, in Round Prairie
township; Libertyviile, in Liberty township ; Perlee and Pleasant
\ K . . b] = & s - - ¥ 7 . -

Plain, in I eun township; Germanville and Mertimac, in Walnut
township ; Baker, in Black Hawk township; Batavia and Brook-
\j:]lu, in Locust Grove township ; Abingdon, in Polk township, and
County Line in Des Moines township. Fairfield and Batavia are
money order offices.

MAIL ROUTES.

. gL, & bt S : :
["rom lun_ltuld to Brookville, Abingdon and west line of the
county, service semi-weekly.  From Iairfield south to county line
Vo i E & V) z
ol Van Buren county, daily, except Sunday. Fairfield north, to

] > . " : o | ( ¥
Baker and north line of the connty, daily, ’:--va( Sundav.  Fair-
gc ll(‘l [ “;ll.'ln t|1 [y, to hl.lh,&.,n\) and \‘l @, (‘)l-\\1 okly. CGilendale to
alinn, trisweokly,  Lookridgo to Four Corners and Germanville,




20

tri-weekly. Daily service on B. & M. R R. to Glendale, Rairfield,
Whitfield and Batavia. Daily service on C. & S. W. R R, to
Pleasant Plain, Perlee, Fairfield, Libertyville and County Line.
Batavia to Brookville and Abingdon, service tri-weekly. In 1847
eight mails per week were received at the Fairfield post office; in
1875 it averaged eight mails per day.

IMPROVEMENTS.

In 1859 the log jail wastorn down and the present brick building
erected. The little frame court-house was sold and the present brick
court-house erected. A controversy arose as to the location of the
building—the commissioners determined to place the building in
the Public Square ; the citizens opposed the Board, and after quite
an exciting suit and considerable delay, the citizens triumphed.—
The house was then erected on its present site—lots 1 and 2, block 3,
old plat.

The present efficient Board of Supervisors—Allender, Mitehell
and Pollock—are doing much to advance the interests of the
county. Mr. J. H. Allender has been a member of the Board since
the inauguration of the present system, and is now the chairman.
The Board has recently let the contract for a number of substan-
tial iron and wooden bridges in all parts of the county, and before
the dawn of 1877 these improvements will be placed at the service
of the citizens.

HITHWAYS.

The average width of the principal highways is 66 feet, and are
generally laid out upon the section or half section line, cutting the
Tands of the county in a desirable shape for agricultural or stock
purposes. Neighborhood or cross roads are open at right angles
to the principal roads, giving easy and direct access to the rail-
road stations and markets in the county. Under the superintend-
ance of the district road superyisors the highways are, as a general
rule in good condition, permitting at most seasons of the year,
heavy hauling.

FENCING.

Board fences are rapidly taking the place of the old-fashioned
worm rail fence. It matters not of what material the fence is con-
structed, the Jefferson county farmer realizes the beunefit of high
protection for his crops. Osage orange hedges are much used, and
are carefully cultivated; some of the most perfect and finely kept
hedges in the State can be found within the limits of the county.

TIMBER.
The importance of preserving natural timber has not been so
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much felt in Jefferson county as in many other sections of the
State, on account of the great abundance; but within a few vears
?L‘iSt much care1 has been taken to protect the forests of the county.
The great supply of coal for fuel materially aids the people i ir
desirable effort. i il
PUBLICATIONS.

' The Iouga Sertinel was established June 12, 1847, by A. R.
Sparks, being the first paper published in the county. Drown &
Pope succeeded to the ownership in 1850 and conducted it until
1.801,_ when it was discontinued. D. Sheward revived it in 1853,
but discontinued it in 1856.

Lairfield Ledger first issued in 1850, by Orlando McCraney.
May 26, 1853, purchased by W. W. Junkin ; is still publisbed by
him every Thursday.

Jeffersonian appeared in 1858, T. B. Taylor, editor. Passed
through several ownerships; discontinued 1860.

August, 1861, D. Sheward published the Constitution and Union.
Sheward was arrested for disloyalty, and in 1864 a part of his
type and press were destroyed.

The Home Visitor appeared 1864, by A. Axline. W. W. Jun-
kin purchased it and merged it in the Zedger.

'lhe"fozm Democrat, M. M. Bleakmore, was issued July 1, 1866.
1L T. Flint purchased the office and changed its name to Iudustriol
Lra, in 1873. 1In 1875 he removed the Zra to Albia.

The Jowa Democrat was vevived by M. M. Bleakmore, Decem-
ber, 1874. :

SOCIETIES.

Zetagathian, organized Feb. 1, 1876. Object, development of
oratorical powers and debate. 25 active members, 15 honorary
members. 8. C. Farmer, Jr,, Pres’t; J. S. MeKemey, Sec’y.

KNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS,
Fairfield Lodge instituted Aug. 14, 1875; 30 member
j d Aug. 14, embers.: Wm.
Black, C. C.; J. J. Cummings, K. R. and 8. ’Cbosen Friend Lodgle
No. 35, Perlee; instituted Dec. 31, 1875; 37 members. A. Max-
well, C. C.; W. A. Frush, K. R. and S. '
OBD FELLOWS.
Jefferson Lodge, No. 4, Fairfield. Instituted by P. G. M., W,
) Ol = 3 ( ,‘1 . be . . g ¥ ,AII-
Ml{l}l‘O, March 10, 1846. W.I. Cooper, W. L. Or};, T. D. Bvans, C.
Keifer and N. W. Wiles. First N. G., W. L. Cooper; present N. G.
R. A. Daugherty. Present membership, 86. ‘
Walout Lodge, No. 317, Perlee. Instituted May 27, 1875, by




L
&

22

‘ ership, 4 irst N. G,
B. F. Snyder, T members; present membership, 41. F :
2y o b AL,
ert Drummond. : _ A 5
ROYE:LHL;mPt Lodge, No. 295, Libertyville. I,nshiuted (?)(etrs. }'),-esen‘;
by {’V K. Ale};;mder, assisted by L D. J?n(tis-“l members ;
fﬁembérsbip, 28 ; Jacob Wagner hr{s? }\;‘3’;3m9 s e
Abingdon Lodge, instituted Nov...%), L (‘ me ;
membership 24 ; D. Williams fjrst’ N. o L
J(H-‘:éwbw No. 45 ; instituted Oct. 26, ](f?«)o, reorg:
g i : : A idowav N
187310 members; 8. C. Ridgway N. G. AR Lol %,
Batavia. No report has heen received, aiter two applic
Daravia, 4 ref 38§

MASONIC, ! 8
H, Fairi reanized Sept. 7, 1847--9
Clinton Lodge, No. 15, l,ljm%‘-;(e;ad, ?1,%(111]\15?(0[‘; };St Masger,
mbers; prese embership 120, J. L. Myers, 1s
cmnbers; present membe : B gl
il foweel ‘}} lge, No. 68, organized September, ]b‘i/@w
(Glasgow Lodge, I S <d Muihok 194 1857
~Abingdon Lodge, No. 104, organizec J i
> _'{f_.- a L Ve S 0w T AR N 01‘0';IY]IZO(] A'ug' A4 1856.
Killomy Lodge, 198, Ba avia; org e e et
McCord Chapter, No. 5, Fairfield ; 01’5%131!1{?(,1 .qw-‘y. b2
NECRU . s SO ; vy T T“'Q.lg(,‘yg\v,» ; pr
smbers /. Whitaker, H.P.. T, gle
members. W. W, ; |
nembershin 68, i el ibe. No, 52 ol
n_.fMwieufp()rslm. United Workmen, F‘mm%h{;g% o
""d;i’/fﬂ March 8, 1876—22 members, M. W, H. 8.
; EDUCATION,

' een, from the early set-
'The citizens of Jefferson county hz}ve“?cinﬁt*i(?rlr;:{l\ ; {i(bg-;-]a} .
sent of 7, earnest in their efforts to place ¢ :
tlement of the county, earpest i s
S . St syies evely ¢lass o1 peohle. g2
it e “‘(tl'd; - | un}n;’brt‘able school houses have been
000 substantial sad o il t
sounty good, substantial el
wui}igeg efficient teachers employed, and n}g;(.h ,atin oot
SR il i ywed text books. were are in the
: i aliable and roved text book :
securing reliable and improves & L i
ty 36 school districts in which there are ool houes, RS
O 3 ? are ts t on an average Six
i s (?mi' ttdugih '[‘E‘fz lowest salary paid teach-
+h year in the several districts. The 3 3
each year in the Lo Myl )
i5-$20 per month, a e highest $150 pe '
ers 15520 per month, and the st e
The first meeting to secure the location : oh 28
T e irfi beld in Faivfield, March 13, 1849.
Towa University at Fairfield, was beld in Fairfield,
OV J TOISILY K ;

et
8. J. Bayard, C. W. Slagle, Dr. Stark and Wm. Boauifield faking
5. J. Bayard, C. W. Slagle,

i i gl he location. 4
: :tive part in securing the et o A
‘Hllﬂit*‘fi-}h 349, the Legislature created a branch of tl ¢ Sta
oty ‘7"‘1;1 ‘Ehé citizens of Fairfield purchased a sife
b T F‘“““ ‘ Fjairﬁeid and also erected a building. ]fh
N n?('“if l'znol;:hwi the building. It was again
- -~ . .' (ks “n & .‘. P { l ) 5 2 £ » ; ‘
0l i e lished the branches and decided to
5 it the Legislature abolished ( . for
vt e o stitation, and that located at Towa City. \
stitution, and ¢
have but one Institution,
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grounds-and building were they purchased by acompany, and Prof,

J. Anderson placed in charge. June 5th, 1863, the institution

was incorporated ag the Fairfield College with the following offi-

cers: G W. Slagle, Prest, George Schramm, Vice-Prest, A, R,

alton, Sec'y, and Rev. A. Axline, Principal.

In 1849 a Female Seminary was established by Rev. I, (1, Bell,
After a few years it was discontinued, when Miss Helen E. Pelle-
treau opened a similar nstitution, which was discontinued in 1865,

There are at this time, in addition to the public schools, a num-
her of private schools in successful operation in the county.

Parsons College, an institution ander the control of the Presby-
terians of Towa, was endowed by Lewis B. Parsons, Sr., of St. Loais,
Mo., with a bequest of $40,000 1n lands and money. The citizens
of Fairfield made a further endowment of $27,000. Large, fine
grounds adjoining the sity of Fairfield, a commodious house foy the
accommodation of the officers, was secured; a chapel and school
100m was erected in 1875. The attendance and financia] condi-
tion at the end of the first scholastic year presents a favorable ex.
hibit for the institution. The officers are, Professor A G. Wilson,

Rector, Rev. Carson Reed, Secretary.
CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS,

There are four Congregational churches in the county.  The
Pairfield chureh was organized on 21st Dee, 1839, with 12 mem-
bers. The church was completed, Nov, 28th, 1842, Present
membership, 150, average attendance in Sabbath school, 100 ;
Pastor, Rev. C, Compton Burnett. -

Glasgow church organized May 2]st, 1853 ; present member-
Ship, 19; attendanee ip Sabbath school, 35; Rev. J. Barnett, Pag-
bor'; membership at organization, 6: church erected, ,1876; Rey.
Bimon Waters, first Preacher,

Black Hawk, organized July 16th,
54 ; attendance at Sabbath sehool, 20,

Wooster organized Feb. 26, 1866 ; present wembership, 19; at.
tondance at Sabbath school, 35; Rev. J. Baroett, Pastor. Rey.
A, S, Wells and Rey. Reed Wilkinson are connected with the gs-
Mociation and reside in the county.

The Presbyterians have six churches in the county.

The Fairfield church was organized Oct 2d, 1841, by Rev. L.
G Bell, with 9 members ; church edifice built in 1842, not com-
pleted untif 1 843; present membership, 195 ; attendance at Sab-
bath school, 100; Rev. Qarson Reed, Pastor, Thig church has

1862; present lnembership,

boan successful in all these yoars, yot wag never dedicated,
Batavyia mombership, 50 5 Sabhath school, 70,
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Libertyville, organized in 1848 ; membership, 48, 8. school, 66.

Pleasant Plain, organized, May 1872.

Perlee, organized, Oct. 1874 ; membership, 12.

Lockridge, membership, 4.

Salina, membership, 42 ; Sunday school, 50. Tirst organized in
Richwoods in 1844,

Roman Catholic church of Fairfield organized June, 1860 ; church
edifice built, 1860 ; Rev. James Slattery, Pastor; membership, 80.

Catholic church, Germauville, organized in 1850 membership
not accurately known.

The Lutheran church of Fairfield was organized in 1856 with 6
members ; chureh edifice built 1858 : Rev. A. Axline was the first
Pastor; present Pastor, Rev. W. M. Sparr; membership, 109 ; av-
erage attendance at Sabbath school, 92.

The New Sweden. (Lutheran,) Lockridge township, was organ-
ized in 185%; Rev. M. ¥ Hopkinson, first Pastor; Rev. J. B.
Rehnstrom, present Pastor; membership, 400 ; attendance at
Sabbath school, 115 ; church edifice built, 1860.

terman Lutheran, of Germanville, was organized in 1843, and
chureh edifice built; present membership, 200 ; attendanceat Sab-
bath school, 150, )

The Methodist church of Fairfield organized the chureh in Dick-
ey’s log tavern, March 22, 1840 with T members. Mrs. Elizabelh
A. Culbertson is the only surviving member present at the organ-
ization. She still resides in Fairfield ; present membership, 360 ;

resent Pastor, Rev. [, B. Wiug; average attendance at Sunday

school. 125, The church was called M. B. Church of Fairfield.
Harmony church was a division of the original church divided in -
1869, but iy 1876 the two were nnited under the vame of the
First M. 8. Church, of Fairfield.
Mt. Zion church, Des Moines township organized in 1860, 13

members ; first Minister, R. Williams; cburch built, 1867 ; present

membership 28.

Glasgow church organized in the house of James Kiakpatrick in
1839. Rev. Joseph Kirkpatrick was the first Minister; members
at organization, eight; present membership, fitty ; church edifice
erected in 1852. :

Brookville M. B. church organized 1856 ; present membership 50,

Much effort has been made, not only by the historian, but by
the ever energetic Rev. H. B. Wing of Fairfield, to secure the his-
tory of the other M. I. chuvches in the county, but such efforts have

only met with disappointment.
The Baptist church of Abingdon was organized in 1868 ; church

2b

w;!lliu-,u.m'e(,-.t(_e('l 18_69; first Preachsr, Elder R. M. Tracy -
R ”]l; at lorgl';lmmatmn, 12 ; present membersbii) SO R
rookville Baptist church organized i 585
e p organized in 1868 ; present member-
W[flh(leﬂll_iat[’[)_tlst church. at Fairfield was organized in 1844
two‘ @L 10 was the first 'Pastor. The church waned in al —_t
\;V- years, but was re-organized in 1856 under Re John V i
g ev. Johu Williams
’F are 1 s v nE1
T{:S[;g;b;lzo; Baptw‘t chareh at Batavia; no record received
Olw.mizedp 18180 1}11‘0[} of{(}labgow in Round Prairie townshi) was
ﬁ,»:t F](]erl-n-h 52 Wlf'h. 20 members; Rev. Wm. BElliott wg; th;
px-l(aacl;Ld i cfurghBedxﬁc-e erected in 1854 ; Rev. Samuel H(;ttou
cached the first Baptist ser i whshi
y ptist sermon in the township and county in
The Epise shurch, S
o (&(Iil(ﬁljlcopgl c‘hum‘h, St. Peters of Fairfield, was organized by
ik dhal~] ﬁj{\%‘ ~ugus't 6th, 1855. Wm. Dunwoody, H. 13 Mitc'he}}l
o pﬁ:a.cgégstglggmig the articles of' association ; Rev IO;I
preached the first ser ; S0 e ki
201; L rmon in 1850 ; present mewmbership,
# The Christian Church of Ab;
i megg;f‘t}un ‘(;fmmh of Abingdon was organized in 1843 with
) §; present membership, 210; first Preacher‘Robert

Long; church edifi ilt i
wAong ; church edifice built in 1851 : frame chuarch built it 1856

The Christian Church of Fairfield—nuo particulars secured
Walnui—73-8—w  Susin
| e ’l"h f— as surveyed in 1839 and organized the
- sobl'-i u”.te ;121 settler was a man by the name of Turner‘
i Semeq g (} O!d Bossie-toe ” is still fresh in the memoi‘ "
(jhecaukqué {rqsk ée lﬁuﬂt his house in 1837 on the banks of th)(;
N SqlmexvK'unb)‘x{x'e.x'. His occupation was fishing and hunt-
;“:1 R tlhm Pexl)-ﬁlled the double position of school teacher
N 191(’3 1'heage, teaching school in the first school house
o o :taa 1‘6 Lulhel_'gns built the first church where Ger-
i sermok .nfiséuRev. :}acob Spainhower, a Baptist preached
" preaChn}n] : 39. I\GV‘. Daniel Heider was the first per-
The first child born was Henr i 530, T o
b ! orn was Henry Knerr, 1839. The first marri
l{:litlvlnboﬂaz;]les a%xd Mls§ Blal;ely, 1840. Silas Dei]gs %legtn?gi‘:ﬂfi i
p ”,wlnanigl})éeifgi site of Mer.rimae, 1841. The first post ofﬁcse
i, 1 4. John Spielman was first school direct
Post offices, Germanville and Merrimac. M

I 1875 the population was 1,096 ; number of ¢

A01 ¢ voters, 228; militia, 145; 2 mills; 3 churchami“es’ e e

¢8; 6 school-houses : 9
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ministers; 1 physician ; —— church members ; 247 school children ; 10,337
acres improved land; 9,420 acres nnimproved land; 1,770 head of cattle;
70 head of sheep; 8,013 head of hogs; 632 horses; 17 mules; 4,243 acres
natural imber : 5,643 apple trees; 97 peach trees; 57 pear trees; 35 plum
trees ; 642 cherry trees; 2,413 acres of wheat ; 5,061 acres of corn: 2,160
acres of rye; T4l acres oats; 11 acres barley; 32 acres buckwheat; 4.192

acres of grass; 32 acres sorghum; 68 acres potatoes; 463 rods hedge;
Value of school property, $4,500.

99,513 rods of fence; 89 stands of bees.

Penn—i3-9—Was surveyed in 1840 and organized the same 4

Samuel T. Harris was the first settler, building his house
He came into Penn township from Lock-

year.
dge in the

on se} of section 29.
ridge township in 1838, having settled in 31 of Lockridg
The first school house was built in 1840 and

summer of 1836.
Dr. Paine taught the first school. The Quakers erected the first
church in 1841. Ransom Coop preached the first sermon in 1840
in Harris’ honse. Dr. J. C. Ware, of Fairfield was the first phy-
sician, 1842. James Reddick was the first death in 1842. The
drst store was opened in Pleasant Plain in 1844.

In 1875 the popalation was 1,678 ; 326 families; 276 dwellings; 255 mil-
itia; 822 voters; 11 school houses; 4 churches; 6 stores; 3 ministers; 4
physicians ; 1 lawyer; church members ; 683 school children ; 5 coal
banks ; 15,397 acres improved land; 4,008 acres unimproved land ; 105,022
rods fence ; 1,746 acres wheat : 3,933 acres corn ; 4T acres rye; 935 acres
cats ; 5 acres barley ; 82 acres buckwheat; 70 acres sorghum : 3,415 acres
grass; 41 acres potatoes ; 5,178 acres natural timber: 41 acres planted tim-
ber; 18 rods hedge ; 11,128 bearing apple trees; 152 peach; 85 pear; T5
plum ; 2458 cherry ; 905 horses; 1 964 cattle : 3,243 hogs ; 1,987 sheep ; 40

mules : 63 stand of bees ; value of school property, $7,950 ; towns, Pleasant

Plain and Perlee.

Black Hawk—T13-10—Surveyed 1840. Organized in 1841.
First house was built by the first settier, a Mr. Nelson, in 1840
on Dr. Bartow’s present farm. — Bennett taught the first school
in 1842. The first church was built in 1843. Rev. Hardin
preached the first sermon in 1840. The first school house was
erected in 1845, and was a log structure. The first birth was a
child to Nelson. G. P. Bartow was the first physician in 1844.—
Gideon Rhodes, first death, in 1843. Post office, Baker.

In 1875 the population was 977; dwellings, 163 ; physicians, 1: sechool- =

houses, 9 ; school children, 356 ; acres improved land, 18,118 ; unimproved,
1,884 ; rods fence. 68,565 ; acres wheat, 1,985 ; corn, 5,622 ; rye. 220 ; oats,
1,881 ; buckwheat, 43 ; sorghum, 32; grass, 4,972; potatoes, 62 ; natural
timber, 2.820 ; planted timber, 87 ; rods hedge, 13,881, apple trees, 2.875;

peach, 10 ; pear, 9; plum, 11; cherry, 1,250 ; horses, 821 ; cattle, 2,413

hogs, 10,480 ; sheep. 610 ; mules, 33.
4~ Polk—T73-11-~Was surveyed and organized in 1843. The

town of Abingdon is situated in the south part of the township.

Matthew Spurlock was the first settler in the spring of 1843 an
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preached the first sermon, December 1839. First school teacher,
Miss Clarissa Sawyer, 18%9 Tirst doctor, John T. Moberly, 1839.
First death, Mrs. Bowmau, 1839. First bnth son to a Mr. Shep-
~ hérd. Fll’bt marriage, Farnham Whitcomb to Bancy Fox, 1810.

In 1875 the population was 1,544 ; 304 families ; 247 militia; 361 voters;
354 dwellings; 10 school-houses; 1 chuarch; 50 church members; 376
school children ; 18,084 acres improved lund ; 3,956 acres unimproved land;
105.084 rods of fence; 1,077 acres wheat; 4,591 acres corn ; 208 acres rye;
1.330 acres oats; 22 acres bariey ; 28 acres buckwheat ; 9 acres sorghum ;
8.553 ncrds grass 106 acres potatoes ; 4.398 acres natural timber, 2 acres
planted timber; 3.500 rods hedge. Bearing froit trees: 9,536 apple; 122
pears 250 peach ; 35 plum ; 1.785 chervy.  Stock : 757 horses; 2.166 cattle:
2.898 hogs; 1.606 sheep : 33 mules and asses. 86 stands of bees 15
miles of Railroad. Value of school property, $6,425. Railway station,
Fuairfield.

Buchanan-~12-9-—Was formerly equally divided, for civil pur-
poses, be‘rweenLoclmdge and Fairfield tow uships. Buchanan was
organized in 1856. David Coop was the first settler, building the
first house on the nw{ of the wi of the nw! of section 23 in 1836.
The first school house was built in 1842. Andrew Simmons taught
the first school in 1838. Rev. Asa Shinn preached the first ser-
mon in 1839. The first church wae a log structure built in Rich-
woods in 1842, was replaced in 1860 by a frame built by the Meth-
odists. The first child was born to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Higgenbot-
tom, 1857. The first death was David Coop, 1837. The first
marriage Harmon J. Aikes and Martha Frost, 1839. William
Stevenson first physician, 1837. TFirst store at Lockridge.

In 1875 the population was 1.157; 235 families; 242 dwellings; 255
voters ; 177 militia; 3 churches; 6 school-houses; 4 stores:; 450 school
children ; —- church members; 16,872 acres improved land ; 5,504 acves
unimproved land ; 110,465 rods of fence; 1,742 acres wheat : 2,933 aeres
corn; 147 acres rye; T84 acres oats; 15 acres barley ; 20 acres buckwheat;
25 acres sorghum ; 6,733 acres grass; 79 acres potatoes; 8,244 acres nat-
aral timber ; 15 acres planted timber; 14,442 rods hedge; bearing fruit
trees, 10,956 apple ; 213 pear ; 399 peach: 76 plum; 1,367 cherry. htod z
896 borses; 2,365 cattle; 3, 230 hogs; 2,313 sheep: 53 mules; 83 stands
of bees, Vahlb of senool property, ?176 000. Towns, Lockridge and Salina.
Railway stations, Lockridge and Glendale ; miles of Railroad, 10.

Lockridge—T2-8—Surveyed and organized as Congressional
township in 1837. Samuel T. Harris was the first settler, erect-
ing the first house on section 30 in 1836. In 1837 Wm. G. Coop
laid out the town of Lockridge in section 31, and here the first

church, school house, and store were erected. Wm. G. Coop keep-

ing the store in 1837. Wm. Stevenson was the first doctor, 1837,
and Henry Rowe built the first, mill in 1838. Samuel Hutton
was the first preacher and preached at Harris’ house. The firgt
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birth was a child to one of the Coops, 1837.  The other record is
identical with Buchanan as to civil division. Post offices, Salina,
(Glendale and Coalport.

In 1875 the population was 1,675 ; families, 322; voters, 277 ; militia;
192; school-houses, 5; dwellings. 290; schoo! children, 234 ; acres im-
proved land, 12,473 ; unimproved. 7.197 ; rods fence, 112,435 ; acces wheat,
2425 ; corn. 4,773; rye, 369; vats, 929; barley, 8; buckwheat, 15: sor-
ghum. 36 ; grass. 3,400 ; potatoes, 45 ; vatural timber, 3.717 ; vods hedge,
6.353; apple trees 9.275; pear, 92; peach, 617 ; plum, 162 ; cherry, 1.120;
horses, 779 ; mules, 62 : cattle, 2.8372; hogs, 3,107 ; sheep. 1,791

Rownd Prairie—11-8-~Was the first settled. The land was
surveyed in 1837, and the township organized in 1839. It is the
southeastern township in the county. James Landman was the
first permanent settler and erected the first dwelling early in the
spring of 1836. on the e} of swi» of seetion 7. The Methodists
built the first church in 1847 ; Rev. Samuel Hutton was the first
preacher, preaching the first sermon in Landmau’s house in 1836.
Hutton was a Baptist, as was the Landman family. The first
school taught was by Thomas Johnson in the first school house
built on the sej of section 7, and was a log structure built in 1838,
Win. Stevenson was the first doctor visiting the settlement in the
winter 1836-7 ; he resided in Mt. Pleasant. Isaac Blakely and
Nellie Landman were the first couple married in the spring of 1837
Cyrus Walker the first child born in 1836. The first death was a
child of Alfred Wright carly in the summer of 1837. Miller and
Glasgow laid out Glasgow in 1838 and established the first store.
Daniel Sears was the first Justice of the Peace. The first case
was Joseph M. Parker’s complaint against Kirk for permitting a
nuisance.

The population in 1875 was 1,047 : number of families, 214 ; vobers, 158;
dwellings, 196; stores 2; churchies—1 Congregational, 1 Methodist, 1
Presbyterian, 1 Baptist; 2 ministers; 3 doctors; 6 school-houses; 1 coal
bank ; 9,716 acres improved land; 7,784 acres unimproved land; 80,363
rods of fence; 1,596 acres wheat; 4,058 acres corn: 313 acres rye: 844
acres oats ; 10 acres barley; 28 acres buckwheat ; 30 acres sorghum ; 3,200
acres grass: 4 acres potatoes; 6,983 acres natural timber; 4 acres planted
timber; 12,572 rods of heage; 7,726 apple trees; 91 pear trees; 641 peach
trees; 32 plum trees; 999 cherry trees; 700 horses; T1 mules and asses ;
3.283 head of cattle; 3,538 head of hogs: 1,853 head of sheep. Towns,
Glasgow and Vega. Value of school property, $4,450; schocl children, 259.

Oedar—T2-9—Surveyed 1837. Organized 1839. W. G. Coop
built the first house on the net of section 1 in 1836. John Huff
built the second house in the spring of 1837. First school house
a log structure, 1840. Tirst teacher, Thomas Johnson. Samuel
Hutton preached the first sermon in Coop’s house, 1836. William
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Stevenson was the first doctor, 1837. Tirst death, Henry Milton’s
child, 1837. First child born was William Coop, winter 1836-7.
First store was opened by franklin Gilmore, near where Wooster
now stands, in 1839.

In 1875 the population was 756 ; 150 families; 156 voters; 107 enrolled
militia : 142 dwellings; 1 mill; 1 church; 5 school-houses: 1 minister; i
doector ; 168 school children; — c¢hurch members; 12,103 acres improved
land ; 10,398 acres unimproved land; 73,620 rods of fence ; 5,306 acres
wheat; 2,933 ncres corn; 147 acres rye; 784 acres oats; 15 acres barley ;
20 acres buckwheat ; 9 acres sorghum ; 3,951 acres grass; 62 acres pota-
toes ; 7,672 acres natural timber; 5,660 rods hedge. Bearing fruit trees,
7 144 apple ; 53 pear ; 197 peach; 80 plum ; 907 cherry. Stock: 637 hor-
ses ; 1,801 cattle; 1,871 hogs; 1.019 sheep; 29 mules. 41 stand of bees.
Value of school property, $2,100. P. 0., Wooster.

Liberty—T1-10-——Surveyed and organized in 1840. J. J. Smith
was the first settler and physician, erecting the first house on sec-
tion 56 in 1837. The first school house and church were built in
section 36 in 1838. John Cameron was the first preacher and
John Beck the first school teacher in 1838. The first birth was a
son to Blias Smith, 1837. The first death a child of Johu Precise
1838. The first marriage was Charies Perine and Miss Jane Cam-
eron. The first church was built by the Methodists. Town and
post office, Libertyville.

Populatior. in 1875, 1,071 ; dwellings, 193 ; voters, 244 ; militia, 1857
families, 201; mills, 3; churches, 3; school-houses, 7; stores, 3; school
children, 444 ; acres improved land, 11,650 ; unimproved, 8,601; rods of
fence, 11,960 ; acres wheat, 1,814 ; corn, 4.046; sorghum, 22 ; grass 2,982;
potatoes. 70 ; natural timber, 3.423 ; planted timber, 7; apple trees, 6,774 ;
peach, 253; pear, 232; plum, 189; cherry, 2,231; horses T735; cattle,
1,812; hogs, 3,788 ; sheep, 3,159 ; mules, 43. Value of school property,
$7,120.

Des Moines—T1-11—Is the southwest township in the county.
Several surveys of this township have been made, the last one be-
ing in 1847, when the organization of the township was perma-
nently established. A railway station has recently been estab-
lished at the west county line. Adam Winsell was the first set-
tler, building the first house on the swi of section 34, 1838. 4in
1844 the first school house was built on the swi of section 34.
The first school teacher was Silas Wells, 1844. The first sermon
was preached by Rev. Joel Harrington in Winsell’s house in 1340.
The first church was built by the Methodists in 1869. Edward
Boyer was the first doctor, 1840. John Winsell and Charlotte
Nagle were the first couple married, 1841. Lewis, son of Lewis
“and Vienna Winsell was the first child born, 1839. Cuftling &

gl

(ordon established the first store , 1842. The first mill, a tread
mill, was built by, Ellmaker in 1842. Post office, County Line.

In 1875 the population was 1,202 ; 218 families; 281 voters ; 197 militia;
2 churches ; 8 school-houses ; 1 minister ; 2 doctors; —— church members;
343 school children; 14,637 acres improved land ; 3,040 acres unimproved
land ; 106,958 rods of fence; 2,037 acres wheat; 3,725 acres corn; 196
acres rye; 1,577 acres oats; 41 acres buckwheat; 37 acres sorghum ; ‘5,533
acres grass; T9 acres potatoes; 6,221 acres natural timber. Bearing fruit
trees: 7,144 apple; 67 pear; 192 peach; 77 plum ; 945 cherry. Stock:
873 horses; 73 mules; 2,662 cattle; 9,773 hogs ; 4.809 sheep. 92 stands
of bees. Value of school property, $4,925.

e TOWNS——CITY OF FAIRFIELD.

[ The city of Fairfield was located on the sw J of Section 25,
Township 72, Range 10 West, by the Board of Commissioners,
composed of Samuel Hutton, of Henry, Joshua Owens, of’ Lee, and
Roger N. Cressop, of Van Buren county. #The town quarter was
decided upon in March, 1839, the land surveyed. and twenty-five
blocks laid out in regular squares of eight lots each. James M.
Snyder, of Henry county, was employed as surveyor, assisted by
Joseph M. Parker, George W. Troy, James ColemanDavid Bow-
man, John Payton and Sylvanus Herrington.” Twelve streets were
laid out, six from north to south and six east and west. ( Blogk
No. 13 was reserved for public purposes. {The streets bordering
on the Square are 821 feet in width, the others 66 feet wide,

The location selected is a desirable one, near the geographical
centre of the county, is an elevated prairie, skirted on the north,
east and west with timber; Crow creek rises north of Fairfield,
circles to the east and south, within a short distance of the city.
The natural surface is rolling, giving a good opportunity for a per-
fect system of drainage from the central part of the city in every
direction. It is geographically situated in latitude 41 deg., 1
min., and longitude 91 deg., 5T min., or 14 deg.,, 56 min. west of
Washington. 940 feet above the level of the sea. The original
streets were named by the Commissioners as follows : Sears, Wal-
nut, Madison, Monroe, Church and Cbastian, running east and
west; Smith, Williams, Washington, Jefferson, Jackson and
[Touston, running north and south.

William Hueston built the first house, a log structure, on lot 8,
block 8, old plat of the town. The house was 10x12 feet square,
built in April, 1839. It was in this building Hueston opened the
lirst store in Fairfield, soon after its completion. Thomas Dickey
built the second house, of logs, 10x12 feet square, on lot 1, block
7, where he opened the first hotel.

The Commissioners borrowed of Ebenezer S. Gage, at 20 per
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cent interest, the money necessary to pay the entry fee at the
Land Office, which was done at Burlington, May J3th, 1842. The
town quarter was held by pre-emption prior to this. 1t was pec-
essary to borrow money to pay Gage; each time the lots in the
western part of the city were mortgaged for security. The Com-
issioners ordered a sale of lots on the 15th day of May, 1839,
when Alexander Kirk, by public outery, made the sale, and the
Jdeeds for these lots were signed by the Commissioners as “ Board
of County Commissioners,” the seal upon these documents being
the liberty side of the silver dime.

The first court house was a frawme building erected on lot &,
block 14, and was the first frame building in Fairfield, completed
in 1839 ; the house is still standing on lot 6, block 14. The first
school teacher, Miss Clarissa Sawyer, ta ught the first school in the
log school house that stood on the present site of Jordan, Bros. &
Co’s store, nd lot 8, block 14, 1840. Two of Miss Sawyer’s first
scholars are now living in Fairfield, Cranmore W. Gage and Ww. B.
Culbertson, Bsq. The old log jail stood on lot 4 of block 23, now
occupied by D. B. Wilson's residence. In 1842 the Congregation-
alists built the first church on lot 7, block 14 ; building now stand-
ing on lot 5, block 14, A year later the Presbyterians built 2
church.  Dr. Wm. Waugh built the first frame dwelling in the
spring of 1840. Col. Samuel Shuffleton soon after built the sec-
ond. John T. Moberly was the first physician, 1839. Samuel
Shuffleton first lawyer, 1839  Rev. Reubed ‘Gaylord, Congrega-
tionalist, preached the first sermon in 1839. A son was born to
a Mr. Shepherd in fall of 1839; the first on the town quarter—
Farnham Whitcomb and Nancy Fox were the firstrcouple married
1840. RBliphalet B Fitch first death in the town, 1839; shortly
after, Wm. Winn died.

In L847 the city was incorporated and the following persons
have filled the office of Mayor: Barnet Ristine, Samuel J. Fin-
ney, A. H. Brown, W. K. Alexander, T. D. Evans, Wmn. E. Groff,
Geo. Acheson, 2. P..Stubbs, R. F. Ratcliff, Wm. Long, Charles
David, David R. MeCrackin, J. J. Cummings, L.-D. Jones. Jeed
Cummings is the present Mayor. TGk

The Jefferson County Library Association is an institution of
Fairfield—was incorporated March, 1852, opening a library of 500
yolumes. Present membership 300 ; number of volumes in Li-
brary at this time, 4,600. The officers are James F. Wilson,
President : O. W. Slagle, Treasurer; N. 8. Averill, Secretary, and
A. T. Wells, Librarian. In addition to the book department the
Asgociation have accumulated a fine cabinet of geological and oth-

|

growth in t
a business of over %
! [oie] % 052 5
.zt restaurants, .;“%,?2{;ﬂ ikl
stores, $150,000; 4 clothi
gt i)i clothing stores, $37,
()()OI; 5 drug stores
markets, $50
000 ; 3 ¢ i
| woolen fa
: ) ctory and y
:‘“g mltus’ $50,0%0; : iu;xoo]en goods store,
‘are stores, $50 - 1
Jines %0,0(2)30,9(;0 ; 4 grain houses, %150 000 9 G
'“”ker’ 7 bi 4 » i ] y - fu]‘nlt’ul’{:’
noss of %
50,000
wnd in addition to these
tors, 4 dentists, 1 taxid

43

or ouriositios Litere
s y Grar A 1
nlﬁ'll llt';(mﬂh(m(, oach ‘\):vi:::'l(f:-vlm”mm"(H i
o 1839 when Mrs, B 4
in what is U IR Dowman died her remai
B Wi:]:mv:ztl\cuown as the old Cemetery 19%3“135 ‘I’V‘i"ﬁ deposited
were soon after buried in the alet B. Fitch s
and not until uried in the same p: it
green Cemeterygzgcﬁiz the now pretty city o?‘ It)?r:lce(l!eoilgrl(i)‘lmd’
joining the old,Ce on grounds just north of Fajrh bendie
: - metery, (] : h of Fairfield and :
sought a suitable lot wj Y. Ulement Jordan’s wife dj IR
: . - ot within the oo~ ordan’s wife died, andi
remains ; failing to f; ' the old enclosure wherei 8 i
friend, and g to find a lot, he buried his wif; oW fo plaey dhe
. 2t oho » be buried his w :
lish al’l a’ftractizzcsitsvet jl:)l;)ut devising ways anl(f;]emc;ri fhetlot of a
field owe muc 1ty o the dead, and to-day e P by
uch to M : 5 0-uay the citiz S
Cemetery, 0 Mr. Jordan for his efforts go estaLb};;l(jnl; i
vergreen

given every Monday

S 184 b . PROGRESS.
ber 1847 it bt mener g had  population of 110
In 1847 the busi eased to 141 families and 651 inh:

: usiness of Iairfie] 5 and 651 inhabitants
grocery, and two dryo eld was done by six dry goods, throe
line 7and theoelc‘l‘lv]lig;ttor}?s ; two hotels, twg li]\i:;zl){{g%(;ds, three
two harness, three ¢ fight shops, three blacksmi stables, eight

‘ s three tailor, two chaj acksmith, two shoemak
and one tin sh 1, two chairmaker, two cooper, or T
gated aboat %Pdoeg]opéoy]%g about fifty ;)erso:](s)op&f'},l()lzejg‘unsmltm
church 'Organi} 00,000. There was'one eapdi 1G89 68 agare-

rations, two o 5 one carding machine
awyers, t sy P wrch edifices e o
In 187%1%1?101;‘3(] States and the State slatr?fljestﬁmmmters’ i
g Ly presents ;’.{l'e‘ll‘éx' o 5 Ces.
wenty-ni . dier proportions, showing
y-uine years. There are 13 Q'r(j(?c:};ll:tgo:e!s}e(:‘mhy
Sale gJIO(;el'y h(;l.]; Pl Oll]g
T oy se, $60,000
St()l‘eb, gég@,()OO, 7 dry é'()()dtz
A B L e ; 3 boot an .
g , :%70116]06?}3%“01@5, '%2'3,000’; 3 ]'ewelefqd ‘Ps‘>h"m
0; Gmﬂ,lin Ak Bqak TSfOres, 5530;000' I ,‘ 'dd’“
3 stove and tinware «fl)f S’folfes7 575.000510 Saloo)ns $1mb“t
stores, $60,000 ; 2 fouridries, $40 0885_
a5, $4 !
$30,000; 2 flour-
ter : LI POV, ()2 i
er and egg depots, §40,000; 2 f};’ﬁ;
9 G-

;0005 2 general

ess, 6 tailor, 5 w
T 5 we
acksmith, 1 dunsmith a B0t haptisad shas:

e i and 4 barber g '
g l,!(‘)lg?y, :t 1II:)Jlmb(-)l)’ yards, $125.,000 -Ilhhl'('igst;ifomg e
‘ : E . g 2 g 3 3 8 ixr
) tf},](; bus lines, 1 broom féctor;rg?{g(ggg,
e 9y o C"L ! '
e]'misL{' dl(’e three banks, IQIawye;'s 14 dog:
i 5 U Insurance agencies 1’ p-(lh;ioo
s, ension




34

agency, 2 justices of the peace, 3 telegraph offices, 2 R. R./depots,
1 patent medicine manufactory, 4 private schools, 1 union  school,
4 hotels, 1 opera house, 3 public halls, 2 musical instrument deal-
ers, 3 newspapers, 3 coal dealers, 1 public library with 4,620 vol-
umes, 10 church organizations, 9 church edifices, 1 Masonic hall,
1 Odd Fellows hall, 1 Zetagathian hall, 1 Knights of Pythias hall,
and 1 Ancient Order of Workingmen hall.

The total business of Fairfield approximates $3,000,000, ahout
30 times as much business as was done in 1847. In 1847 the
money at interest was 6,000; in 1876, $300,000. ;

. Batavia is in Locust Grove township, a station on the B. & M.

* railroad twelve miles west of Fairfield; is a prosperous young
town. Population, 400. .

2~ Brookville has never improved much since laid out by T. M.
Brooks, in 1850. Population about 50.

. Abingdon, in Polk township, is a thrifty country village, well

- situated in a rich, productive neighborhood. Its nearest railroad
station is Batavia. Population, 2560.

Libertyville was originally known as “ The Colony;” is a neat,

pretty station on the C. & S. W. railroad in Liberty township.—
Population 600.

Glasgow is one of the oldest towns in the county, and its histo-
vy is closely connected with the earliest incidents connected with
the county history. Population about 200.

Germanville is near the center of Walnut township, and is the
neighborhood trading point of the Germans who settled that town-
ship. Population about 60.

Pleasant Plain, twelve miles north of Fairfield, in Penn town-
ship. First settled in 1839. Population, about 250. A station
on the C. & S. W. R. R.

Salina is an old town about equally divided between Lockridge
and Buchanan townships. Population about 200.

Coalport, Glendale, and Whitfield, are stations on the B. & M.
railroad. '

Perlee was laid out in 1870 by the Jefferson County Coal Com-
pany and is a point of no little importance in the county. Is
growing and improving through the influence of the coal trade.—
Three large coal companies are mining at Perlee, and there is an
inexhaustable supply of coal in this locality, which, by chemical
analysis, has been proven the best steam and heating coal in the
State. A station on C. & S. W. R. R.

Ah

INOLDINTH, :
In 1835 Hufl sank his boats of honoy in Skunk, and bare-
footed, walked to Burlington for shoos, and hooks to raise his

goods. The settlers attended the first sermon preached by Samu-
el Hutton, barefooted—the women riding in Parker’s ox-wagon to
the door, and then putting on their shoes, listened to the sermon.
John Huff still resides in Fairfield, and quaintly says he don’t
think the preachers of 1835 and 1836 meant any harm by preach-
ing. The raising of Troxell's mill was an incident. of no little
historical importance. Young chickens, and a barrel of whisky
were the features. Dancing was also a feature, and the daughter of
one of our now prominent citizens taking the hand of an old set-
tler of prominence, thus addressed her father, whq played the fid-
dle: “Dad, give us something quick and devilish. I want to
trot this old hoss around a little?” Mrs. M. B. Woods says the
first dance was at her house, and was more pleasant than thOSe.
of the present day. C. W. Slagle was the first orator of a 4th of
July celebration in Fairfield. Thomas Dickey had about thirty
boarders in his cabin. How they slept and ate is better known to
themselves. In winter, the snow would get a little too deep on -
the floor and bed clothes, yet these pioneers had the future of
Fairfield in view, and waited and worked. The first borse thief
was imprisoned with log-chains which held bim fast to a stump.
~A man by the name of Kephardt was hung by Judge Lynch for
\_killing a woman and two children, July 5th, 1860. In 1840 the
season was similar to the present, 1876. Storms raged and much
damage was done. Old probabilities seems to have lost his reck-
oning, and three tornadoes passed through the county, uprooting
trees and causing other damage, while rain storms prevailed to
an alarming extent, all the streams were high, and as if to mark
the opening and Centennial periods of Jefferson c?unty, these
storms appear, creating commotion at t.he county’s birth, and
again at the anniversary of the pation’s birth to Liberty.



The historian wishes to return thanks to Henry Webb, of Round
Préirie; John Huff, Mrs. Blizabeth CulBertson, Mrs. M. E. Woods,
Joseph M. Parker, Mrs. Charles David, William Rowland, I. D.
Jones, Dr. N. Steele, J. W. Culbertson, John Spielman, Wm. Als-
ston and David Webster, of Fairfield; David Coop, of Penn town-
ship ; Samuel Robb, of Locust Grove township; Mr. Robt. Black, of
Des Moines township; Dr. 8. K. Tracy, of Locust Grove township ;
Dr. G. P. Bartow, of Black Hawk; and Eli Kirk of Fairfield, for
assistance in gathering the information contained in this work.




